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31 It has been said, “Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.” 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 
wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and 
anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

31 , “ , .” 32 , 
, , . , 

.
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“If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he 
finds something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of 
divorce, gives it to her and sends her from his house” (Deuteronomy 
245:1).

“ , , , 
, ” ( 24:1).
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“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’ . . . ‘Why then,’ they 
asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of 
divorce and send her away?’” (Matthew 19:3,7).

“ , ‘ , ?’ . . . 
, ‘ , , ?’” (

19:3,7).
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17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, 
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 

17 . , . 18
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Matthew 5:17-20



19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
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Matthew 5:17-20
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1. marriage is permanent; God hates divorce
; 

2. if no sexual immorality in marriage and you divorce, 
you cannot remarry

, , 

3. reason: God wants broken couples to reconcile
: 



10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must 
not separate from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain 
unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a husband must not 
divorce his wife.
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12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is 
not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 
13 And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing 
to live with her, she must not divorce him.

12 , , , 
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14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and 
the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. 
Otherwise, your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.
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15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not 
bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 
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Although the corruption of man be such as is apt to study arguments 
unduly to put asunder those whom God hath joined together in marriage: 
yet, nothing but adultery, or such wilful desertion as can no way be 
remedied by the Church, or civil magistrate, is cause sufficient of 
dissolving the bond of marriage: wherein, a public and orderly course of 
proceeding is to be observed; and the persons concerned in it not left to 
their own wills, and discretion, in their own case.

, , 
, 

, , , 
.

Westminster Confession of Faith 24:6
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Jeremiah 31:3

The LORD appeared to us in the
past, saying: “I have loved you with
an everlasting love; I have drawn
you with unfailing kindness.”

, “
,

.”



 In legitimate situations, people can divorce without sinning. But God 
hates every divorce because divorce is intrinsically sinful. Instead of 
divorce, married couples should seek reconciliation: repentance, 
forgiveness and reconciliation.

, . , 
. , : , , .

 If a spouse commits adultery, the innocent party can divorce and 
remarry without sinning.

, .

Do Not Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32)

Conclusion 1/3



 In a marriage between two Christians where no adultery is committed, 
if a spouse wants a divorce, the husband and wife cannot remarry after 
divorce. They can, however, be reconciled. That is, get married again 
to the same person.
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 In a Christian—non-Christian marriage, if the non-Christian is willing 
to maintain the marriage, the Christian must not initiate a divorce.
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Do Not Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32)
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 If the non-Christian wants a divorce or commits “wilful desertion,” the 
Christian should allow a divorce. The Christian is free to remarry.
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Do Not Divorce (Matthew 5:31-32)
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