Sermon title: Our enemy prowls like a roaring lion
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Sermon text: 1 Pe 5:8 —-11

B HAFHH 5:8-11

Introduction {5 /)~
1. Peter paints a picture of Christians suffering in the face of fierce
persecution. Peter identifies the root cause of their persecution as the
Devil himself. S
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2. Peter writes to encourage his hearers to remain firm in the face of fierce
persecution.
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3. Peter assures his hearers that there is a glorious, eternal day for all
faithful Christians.
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Sermon Outline A 2%

5:8 — Christians are to “be alert and sober” because the enemy is
prowling like a roaring lion
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5:9 — Christians are to “resist” and “stand firm” against the enemy
who is persecuting us
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5:10 — 11 — Christians are to keep in view their eternal glory because
Jesus Himself will reinforce, strengthen and support us in our time

of persecution.
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Historical background — Persecution
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1. Peter writes to the Christians in Asia Minor who faced
persecution (4:12 — 19).
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2. The Christians refused to be drawn to the previous life before
Christ. Therefore, they were subject to intense social pressure,
ridicule, persecution (4:1 — 4).
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8 Be alert and of sober mind. & &% 5F . 2§

Observation M &
“Be alert” — means to be clear-headed, attentive to what is going on.
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“sober mind” — means to stay vigilant.
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Reason: the lion(s) could come out from any of the 64 trap doors
and surprise you.
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Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
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Observation — Peter selects a common picture of Roman execution
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1. This is a picture of a form of Roman execution. Throwing convicts to be
devoured by wild beasts.
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2. Of all the wild beasts, the Romans considered the lion as the most feared.
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3. Everyone in the Roman empire knew about this form of execution.
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Your enemy the devil prowls around Iike a roaring lion Iooking for someone to devour.
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Observation — Peter selects a common picture of Roman execution
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4. The main elements of this Roman execution:
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a. It took place in the Roman arena
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b. There were many convicts in the arena
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c. There were several wild beasts released into the arena by -
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d. To maximize their chances of survival, the convicts huddled together
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e. The wild beasts devoured the convicts — victims rarely survived
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in the Colosseum
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The trap doors added an element of surpr
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# ,}Conwcts huddlmg together ZIZB{I]??‘%E—‘@
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Cf you are alone, then you are most vulnerable




I Resist him, standing firm in the faith,
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Observation M &

“Resist him” & “standing firm”
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Here, the strategy is to stay close/huddle together and support/encourage one another.
[This is a different strategy from Eph 6 — Armour of God.]
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Here, Peter is telling the suffering Christians “If you don’t stay close together and support/encourage one
another, the devil will pick you off — one by one.”
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I Resist him, standing firm in the faith,
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Application Az F

l.e. “Hey, Tommy, Jane, Jackson & Talia. If you don’t stay close together in:
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a. worship & 7

b. bible studies & >] % %%

C. ministries = %=

d. prayer meetings, 7 /il ¥ & &,

the devil will destroy you — one by one.
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Observation & Application . Z F1 i F]

The lion is not your boss, colleague, CO, family member, customer.
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Your boss, colleague, CO, family member, customer are merely the trap doors.
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The trap doors are a picture of the various/different surprises which the devil can throw at us.
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because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the
same kind of sufferings.
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Observation & Application ¥, £ Fu 7 ]
Peter affirms that it was common suffering of the believers throughout Asia Minor (“the
world”).
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|.e. your persecution by your boss, CO, customer is a common suffering among Christians.
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10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered
a little while,
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Observation W &
Notice that the time frame is NOT the immediate — but the unseen future.
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Application 5
Therefore, the exhortation is for the Christians to look beyond the immediate. l.e. to
focus on the future glory.
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Many times, we tend to focus on our present suffering.
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Therefore, Peter encourages us to look to our future glory in our present suffering —
that is the only way to cope with our present suffering.
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will himself restore you and make you strong, - and -11 To him be the power for
ever and ever. Amen.
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Observation & Application M. & fu i
Peter uses 4 related words to describe Jesus’ unwavering support during your persecution.
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It is Jesus Himself who would: [k £ ¢, &
a “restore” you — “reinforce, support” you during your persecution
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b. “make you strong” — used to describe Jesus’ unwavering support in your

persecution
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C. — used to describe a stable building. l.e. used to describe Jesus’
stable/unshakeable support in your persecution.
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Summary & %

5:8 — Christians are to “be alert and sober” because the enemy is prowling like a roaring
lion.
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Your enemy (the Devil) may pop out from any of the trap doors (your boss, CO,
customer) and devour the weakest one.

T»J\%l%]ggﬁk/\(%%)’fﬁ W EAM—BEFTURWER. KE. ZF) Rk, 57
" 5

5:9 — Christians are to “resist the enemy” and “stand firm” against the enemy who is
persecuting us
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l.e. “Hey, Tommy, Jane, Jackson & Talia. If you don’t stay close together in:
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worship, bible studies, ministries, feIIowship, prayer meetmgs
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the devil will destroy you — one by one.
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Summary & %

5:10 - 11 — Christians are to keep in view their eternal glory because Jesus Himself will
reinforce, strengthen and support us in our time of persecution.
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Many times, we tend to focus on our present suffering.
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Therefore, Peter encourages us to look to our future glory in our present suffering — that is
the only way to cope with our present suffering.
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Peter assures us that Jesus Himself will reinforce and support us in our time of persecution.
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